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formal or commercial kind existed in the early centuries of
the Christian era, it was not until the iK^inninj; of the
seventh century that they attained anything like importance.
In the year AJ>. 607 the Kmpcror of Japan scut an embassy
to the court of China with specimens of the national products
and an Imperial letter which was addn^-u'd as follows:
"A letter from the sovereign of the Sun ri<e country to the
sovereign of the Sun-set country," and this incident is suit!
to have been the origin of the name Nippon tLand uf thr
Rising Sun). The Japanese ambassador \\;ts cordially rr-
ceivcd at the Chinese court, and in the follmtini; year he
returned through the Korean peninsula* ucmmpjmied by a
Chinese ambassador who, on his arrival in Japan, was ivcrived
by the Mikado, to whom he presented splendid j,;iflx from
his sovereign. In these days there was, of course, no regular
diplomatic service, but the exchange of presents, consisting of
national products, was a significant feature of such visits, ami
was regarded as a token of friendly and peaceful relations.

Korea was divided into several practically independent
kingdoms which were often at \var with each other, and
one of them asked the Kmpcror of Japan to sond n skilful
general to assist them against their enemies, and in 27 H,c
a Japanese general was commissioned to restore the peace
of the Korean kingdom. The interference of Japan in the
affairs of Korea is, thus, a matter of great antiquity.

For almost two hundred years affairs .sunn to have gone
on without much internal or external trouble until the
Empress-Regent Jingo (AJ>, 206-2^9) invaded the country
for the purpose of putting an end to serious disturbances
which had taken place, and in this .she was signally success-
ful In consequence of these events most Japanese his-
torians have regarded the Korean kingdoms a,H states subject
to the suzerainty of Japan ; but in this they were mistaken,
as the annual contributions to China and Japan, which were
sent from Korea, appear really to have been of the nature
of formal presents, given in token of amity and goodwill
with a view of avoiding aggressive demands*